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As I write this blog post, my Starbucks iced caramel macchiato sits on my desk in a type 

one polyethylene terephthalate (PET or PETE) plastic cup. Although this cup can be recycled at most

locations (some recycling programs only accept PETE in bottle form), Starbucks is still working to 

 

Last October, Starbucks CEO Howard Schultz promised to make all of Starbucks single-use coffee 

cups recyclable by 2012. Starbucks website contradicts this statement slightly saying its goal is to 

develop and launch recyclable cups by 2012 but to make 100 percent of its cups reusable or 

recyclable by 2015. 

On May 12 Starbucks held a summit with all of the representatives of its paper and plastic cup chain 

as the latest step toward fulfilling that promise. The summit discussed the practicality of cup 

recycling. Research presented at the summit showed that Starbucks paper coffee cups are already 

certifiably recyclable under the standards of the Fibre Box Association, a non-profit organization 

representing the corrugated industry. The problem lies in providing proper receptacles to recycle 

the cups. Starbucks may implement a test program in Manhattan to place special bins in stores to 

collect paper cups and bags and then send them to Staten Island s Pratt Industries for recycling. The 

summit also discussed better labeling on the cups, such as an identifiable brown stripe, to promote 

recycling. 

  

Starbucks is working to reduce the environmental impact of its paper and plastic cups. 

Photo Courtesy Starbucks  

Before the summit, Starbucks had already taken some steps to reduce the environmental impact of 

its cups. In 2006 Starbucks launched a paper cup containing post-consumer recycled fiber (PCF), 

which has saved more than 44,000 tons of virgin wood fiber; however, the cups still can t be 

recycled in many recycling systems. In 2008 Starbucks replaced its PETE cold cup with a 

polypropylene (PP) alternative. PP cups use less plastic and emit fewer greenhouse gasses during 

their production than PETE cups. If this fact is true though, I m wondering why the Starbucks cup 

sitting beside me is a PETE cup, not a PP cup. 

Besides working to make its single-use cups recyclable, Starbucks also encourages its customers to 

bring reusable cups. Many stores take 10 cents off the price of a beverage if customers bring their 

own to-go mug. Starbucks also provides ceramic mugs for customers staying in the store, although 

in my experience, Starbucks employees never ask if you want your coffee in a mug; they 

automatically put your drink in a to-go cup  not a very good step for encouraging customers to 

adopt environmentally friendly coffee drinking practices. 
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Starbucks practices aren t perfect, but at least the company is attempting to green itself. I should 

follow Starbucks example and get my morning joe in my own to-go mug. 

How do you make your coffee drinking more eco-friendly? Leave me a comment and let me know. 

Read More From This Blog  

GET MORE INFORMATION ON THIS TOPIC: 
 

Comments 

0 Comment(s) >>

 

RELATED CONTENT: 
The Perfect Countertops: Recycled Glass, Recycled 
Aluminum, Recycled Paper, Recycled Plastic, Wheat,
Bamboo  

Solar-Powered Stove Wins Climate Change 
Challenge  

Eco-Friendly Cabinets: Think Outside the Wooden 
Box  

Newsletters

  

BLOG TOOLS

Print

E-mail

RSS

 
BEST OF MOTHER EARTH NEWS:
NATURAL BUILDING METHODS 

E-BOOK' 
Mother Earth News 

Downloadable PDF  

Our Price: Price: $10.00 

 
Browse Building 

 
GREENHOUSES AND GARDEN 

SHEDS' 
Pat Price with Nora R. Greer 

Paperback  

Our Price: Price: $19.99 

 
Browse Do-i t-Yourself 

 
GREENHOUSE GARDENERS 

COMPANION' 
Shane Smith  

Paperback  

Our Price: Price: $22.95 

 
Browse Gardening 

Add Your Comment 

Line breaks and paragraphs are automatically converted  no need to use <p> or <br> tags. 

 

Green Gardening 
 

 
Comments 
1500 character limit (Offensive materials and/or spam will be removed, no HTML allowed) 

 
Please Note: Your sign-up must be verified via e-mail before your comment is published. 

  

New to Natural Home Magazine? 
Sign up to share comments. 
Asterisks(*) indicate required fields. 
Name* 

 
Your name appears next to your comment. 
 
E-mail Address* 

 
This will be your login ID. 
 

 
Password* 

  
 
Confirm Password* 

 

City State Zip Code

Have you signed up before? 
Please log in before you enter your comment.
 
E-mail Address 

  
 
Password 

 
Forgot your password?  
 

 Log In

55

66

Submit

http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/shopping/detail.aspx?itemnumber=4062
http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/blogs/blog.aspx?blogid=3180
http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/Suggestions-for-Your-Green-Home/Sustainable-Countertops.aspx
http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/Natural-Home-Living/Solar-Powered-Stove-Kyoto-Box.aspx
http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/kitchen-diningroom/cabinets-that-go-beyond-the-wooden-box.aspx
http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/ipost.aspx?opt_in_source=blog-button
http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/print-article.aspx?id=2147483946
http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/email-article.aspx?id=2147483946
http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/newsfeeds.aspx
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250
http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/shopping/detail.aspx?itemnumber=3666
http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/shopping/detail.aspx?itemnumber=3666
http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/shopping/browse.aspx?searchtype=A&search=Mother+Earth+News
http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/shopping/checkout/shopping-cart.aspx?add=3666
http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/shopping/browse.aspx?subject=GBG
http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/shopping/detail.aspx?itemnumber=4189
http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/shopping/detail.aspx?itemnumber=4189
http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/shopping/browse.aspx?searchtype=A&search=Pat+Price+with+Nora+R.+Greer
http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/shopping/checkout/shopping-cart.aspx?add=4189
http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/shopping/browse.aspx?subject=GDY
http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/shopping/detail.aspx?itemnumber=1419
http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/shopping/detail.aspx?itemnumber=1419
http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/shopping/browse.aspx?searchtype=A&search=Shane+Smith+++++++++++++++++++
http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/shopping/checkout/shopping-cart.aspx?add=1419
http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/shopping/browse.aspx?subject=GGD
http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/customercare/forgot-password.aspx
http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/blogs/blog.aspx?blogid=2147483676
http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/blogs/blog.aspx?blogid=2147483678


 

Subscribe today and save 58% 

 

Home | E-Newsletter | Products | Privacy Policy | Terms of Use | About Us | Contact Us | Subscribe | Customer Service | Site Map | RSS | Press Room | Advertising | Career Opportunities  

Copyright 2010, All Rights Reserved | Ogden Publications, Inc., 1503 SW 42nd St., Topeka, Kansas 66609-1265 
MOTHER EARTH NEWS Utne Reader Natural Home EarthMoment The Herb Companion Herbs for Health 

GRIT CAPPERS Motorcycle Classics 
Farm Collector Gas Engine Magazine Steam Traction Good Things to Eat 

Mother Earth Organic Coffee and Tea Great Green Careers Ogden Publications 

 

First Name: * * 

 

Address: * 

 

City: * 

 

State/Province: * 

 

Zip/Postal Code:* 

 

Country: 

 6USA
Email:* 

 

 (* indicates a required item)PAY NOW BILL ME

Canadian subs: 1 year, (includes postage & GST). Foreign subs: 1 
year, . U.S. funds. 
Canadian Subscribers - Click Here  
Non US and Canadian Subscribers - Click Here 

Subscribe to Natural Home 

Welcome to Natural Home, the authority on green lifestyle and design. With 
an up-to-date outlook on current trends in sustainable building and 
wholesome living, Natural Home gives today s eco-conscious homeowners 
the information they need to live in nurturing, healthy homes. Subscribe to 
Natural Home today to get inspired on the art of living wisely and living well. 

Save money and a few trees by paying with your credit card now. Take 
advantage of our earth-friendly automatic renewal savings plan. You ll save an
additional $5 and get six issues of Natural Home for just $14.95! (Offer valid 
only in the U.S.) 

Or, choose Bill Me Later and pay just $19.95 

 

Javastock -Paper Hot Cups
Cups, Lids, Bags, Carriers & more 
Order Fast Easy Direct  
www.internationalpaper.com

Coffee Mugs
Factory Direct Wholesale Prices ! 
110% Price Guarantee. 12 pcs. min.  
www.DiscountMugs.com

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com 

http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/subscribe/subscribe.aspx?promocode=ENHDNAZC
http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/subscribe/subscribe.aspx?promocode=ENHDNAZI
http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/gift/
http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/
http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/ipost.aspx?opt_in_source=footer
http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/shopping/home.aspx
http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/help/privacy-policy.aspx
http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/help/terms-of-use.aspx
http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/help/about-us.aspx
http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/help/contact-by-email.aspx
http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/subscribe/subscribe.aspx?promocode=ENHBNAZF
http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/subscriptions/home.aspx
http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/sitemap.aspx
http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/newsfeeds.aspx
http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/press-room.aspx
http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/advertising.aspx
http://www.ogdenpubs.com/hr
http://www.motherearthnews.com/
http://www.utne.com/
http://www.naturalhomemagazine.com/
http://www.earthmoment.com/
http://www.herbcompanion.com/
http://www.herbsforhealth.com/
http://www.grit.com/
http://www.cappers.com/
http://www.motorcycleclassics.com/
http://www.farmcollector.com/
http://gasengine.farmcollector.com/
http://steamtraction.farmcollector.com/
http://www.somegoodthingstoeat.com/
http://www.motherearthnews.com/coffeetea
http://www.greatgreencareers.com/
http://www.ogdenpubs.com/
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com/?ref=PDF

